PRIVILEGED TO SERVE

SUNDAY MORNING
December 20, 2015

WELCOME: Michael Gilbow
SONG LEADER: Jim Sutterfield
OPENING PRAYER: Gene Blair
LORD’S TABLE: Merrell Story
Kevin Blair
ASSIST: Rick Camp
Don Barnett
Will Ratliff
Kevin Barley

CLOSING PRAYER: Jarrod DeValle

GREETERS: Mike & Kristie Brewer
Jim & Martha Bell
CARDS: Austin Gilbow
Jonathan Rawls
VISITOR GIFT/ Donna Allensworth
HOSTESSES: Anna Wolff
SCRIPTURE READER: Hunter Smart
| Timothy 1:15

SUNDAY EVENING
December 20, 2015

SONG LEADER: Kevin Lovell
OPENING PRAYER: Rick Camp
LORD’S TABLE: Jim Bell

Del Hines

CLOSING PRAYER:  Clayton Dent

WEDNESDAY EVENING
December 23, 2015

Rod Wilson
Robert Hayes
Darren Dent
Kevin Lovell

SONG LEADER:
OPENING PRAYER:
DEVOTIONAL:
CLOSING PRAYER:

*Please contact Mike Wolff
if you are unable to serve.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

SUNDAY:

BIBLE CLASS 9:30 a.m.
WORSHIP 10:30 a.m.
EVENING 5:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY:
BIBLE CLASS 7:00 p.m.

THURSDAY:

LADIES BIBLE CLASS 10:00 a.m.
Elders:
Gene Blair 501-499-5868 Darren Dent 501-581-3052
Deacons:

Michael Cole 815-622-1874 Del Hines 501-733-4645
(benevolence, pantry, greeters)  (finance & technology)
Jarrod DeValle 501-450-8719 Mike Wolff 501-472-8912
(education & teachers) (building & grounds)
Michael Gilbow 507-208-2909

(nursing home, fellowship room set up)

Minister:

Glen Elliott 501-314-9999

Church Office: 501-679-3647

(zreenbrier church of Christ

12 Wilson Farm Road
Greenbrier, Arkansas 72058
(501) 679-3647
December 20, 2015

E-mail: office@gbcofc.com Web: www.gbcofc.com

GREENBRIER CHURCH OF CHRIST
12 Wilson Farm Rd.
Greenbrier, AR 72058

FULL HEARTS AND EMPTY PURSES

An exorbitant lottery jackpot arouses the avarice of millions who get caught
up in the “get-rich-quick” mentality so prominent among those who choose to spend
their money in this way. At best, it is a distraction that turns our focus in the
direction of money as the secret to happiness. At worst, lottery participation is an
introduction into the dark world of greed and covetousness. As high-sounding and
noble as is the rationale behind a state lottery, the process is flawed from the
get-go. We cannot build a noble cause by appealing to the baser instincts of
humanity. The end does not justify the means—never has, never will. Consider
Paul’s condemnation of those who said, “Let us do evil that good may come” (Rom.
3:8 cf. 6:1-2).

True happiness is not found in the pursuit of material possessions. The
dollar is not almighty. In His warning against greed, Jesus said, “not even when
one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions” (Lk. 12:15). In fact,
“those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and
harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money
is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the
faith, and pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 Tim. 6:9-10). People buy lottery
tickets because they want to get rich. Acting on such desire invites ruin and
destruction.

Earthly wealth will pass away with everything else in the world (1 Jn. 2:15-
17). Our hope must be centered on things above (Col. 3:1-2). Paul told Timothy to
“Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their
hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things
to enjoy. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and
ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the
future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed” (1 Tim. 6:17-19). A
person’s heart is empty without Christ and “unless the heart is full, even a rich man
is poor.”



http://www.gbcofc.org
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