PRIVILEGED TO SERVE

SUNDAY MORNING
September 30, 2018

WELCOME: Rod Wilson
SONG LEADER: Don Barnett
OPENING PRAYER: Valdy Eichmann

LORD’S TABLE: Mike Wolff
Jim Bell
ASSIST: Ratis Yeager
Eric McNulty
Ron MclInturff
Kevin Blair
CLOSING PRAYER: Pete Hines
GREETERS: Jim & Martha Bell
Kevin & Annie Blair
CARDS: Ethan Gilmer
Nick DeValle
VISITOR GIFT/ Anne Steele
HOSTESSES: Gina Ratliff
SCRIPTURE READER: Matthew Dent
Mark 8:34-37

SUNDAY EVENING
September 30, 2018

SONG LEADER:
OPENING PRAYER:
LORD’S TABLE:

CLOSING PRAYER:

WEDNESDAY EVENING
October 3, 2018

SONG LEADER: Don Barnett

OPENING PRAYER: Tim Blake
DEVOTIONAL: Glen Elliott
CLOSING PRAYER:  Rick Camp

*Please contact Mike Wolff
if you are unable to serve.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

SUNDAY:

BIBLE CLASS 9:30 a.m.
WORSHIP 10:30 a.m.
EVENING 5:00 p.m.
LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 1:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY:
BIBLE CLASS 7:00 p.m.
THURSDAY:
LADIES BIBLE CLASS 10:00 a.m.
Elders:

Gene Blair 5071-499-5868  Gary Bradford 501-626-3232
Rod Wilson 501-328-7888
Deacons:
Mike Brewer 501-472-7692
(youth, devos for Wednesday & nursing home)
Michael Cole 815-622-1874
(benevolence/pantry, technology)
Jarrod DeValle 501-470-8710
(education & teachers)
Mike Wolff 507-472-8912
(building & grounds)
Ministers:
Glen Elliott

Church Office:

501-314-9999
501-679-3647

GREENBRIER CHURCH OF CHRIST
12 Wilson Farm Road
Greenbrier, AR 72058

Greenbrier church of Christ

12 Wilson Farm Road
Greenbrier, Arkansas 72058
E-mail: office@gbcofc.com (501) 679-3647 Web: www.gbcofc.com
September 30, 2018

LIKE A FISH OUT OF WATER

Every creature has an element in which it thrives. What is an ideal environ-
ment for one may not be for another (cf. Prov. 30:19). When we are uncomfortable
in a particular environment, we feel like a fish out of water.

God is our ideal environment. He is the Giver of "every good and perfect
gift" (Jas. 1:17). He created the world and set us in the beautiful, life-sustaining
Garden of Eden to walk in sweet fellowship with Him. Sin interrupted our fellowship
with God and brought death into the world (Gen. 2:16-17; 3:24; Rm. 5:12). What
Satan touted as most desirable proved, instead, to be most uncomfortable. Instead
of walking with God in the cool of the day, Adam and Eve hid themselves from Him.
The presence of sin caused them to feel like a fish out of water in the presence of
God.

But God set into motion His redemptive plan through which our Savior and
Redeemer would recreate an environment in which reconciliation with God could
become a present reality (Gen. 3:15; 2 Cor. 5:19). In Christ "we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses..." (Eph. 1:7). Jesus makes us
comfortable in the presence of the Father because He has taken care of the
problem of sin. We no longer feel like a fish out of water, but part of His family.

As we walk in the light of His word, we are recipients of "all spiritual bless-
ings" and in Him, the perfect environment for living a full and abundant life (1 Jn.
1:7; Eph. 1:3; Jn. 10:10). In His presence, we no longer feel like a fish out of water;
but as one who has found his or her ideal environment. As Paul so beautifully
expressed it: "to live is Christ and to die is gain" (Ph. 1:21).

Apart from Jesus, we are "without God" in this world (Eph. 2:12). In Christ, we
have strong hope for life everlasting (Hb. 6:19; Tit. 1:2). In Him, there is life (1 Jn.
5:11-12). This is where we belong. This is why our loving Creator sent His Son into
the world to pay the price for our sins (Jn. 3:16). By His grace, we belong in His
presence and look forward to our journey to our eternal home where we will abide in
the light of His glory forever (Jn. 14:1-3; Rev. 22:5).

--Glen Elliott--



http://www.gbcofc.org
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